
December 06, 2006

MORATORIUM
Madame Chair and Council Members thank you for this opportunity to speak on behalf of the Alaska Charter Association. I am Greg Sutter, president of ACA, and owner/operator of Captain Greg’s Charters in Homer, Alaska.

We are at a very important juncture with the halibut issue. In light of the recent halibut charter catch data provided by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the importance of completing a comprehensive social-economic study cannot be more evident than now. This Council and all parties involved must be able to truly assess the social-economic impacts and multiplier effects before any further restrictive action is taken. Hence, this study should be balanced and conducted so that it parallels both the commercial and charter sectors. The study should be ordered now and conducted by an organization approved by NMFS to help eliminate any perceived biases.

The ACA does endorse the progress towards a Moratorium that will sunset or end in three years. During this temporary freeze, more timely and accurate data will be accumulated, and most social-economic data will be available, too. Both sets of data can be employed to provide a much clearer picture for what is needed for the proper long-term, permanent solution.
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